Measures
To assess condom accessibility, respondents were asked: "Do you keep condoms somewhere or carry them with you?" Also, they reported their frequency of condom use in the previous 12 months (always, often, sometimes, seldom, or never) and frequency of use with their primary sexual partner, with all male partners, and (in the case of men) with all female partners. Predictor variables included embarrassment (a lot or a little vs none) in buying, using, or, in the case of fort with sexual topics could be useful adjuncts to condom promotion campaigns among Hispanics. Given the low proportion of less-acculturated (i.e., Spanishspeaking) women who had condoms, these women may be in special need of such an intervention. This study has important limitations. Hispanics in San Francisco are different demographically from those in the Northeast, who tend to be predominantly from Puerto Rico and other Caribbean countries. The HIV/AIDS epidemic has affected a disproportionate number of Puerto Ricans in the northeastern United States,14'15 although levels of STDs are high among Hispanics in most areas ofthe United States. An additional limitation of most studies of condom use is that selfreports of sexual behaviors can produce embarrassment and a desire to misrepresent actual behavior.
The high rates of sexual activity outside the primary relationship for Hispanic men in this study suggest that AIDS/STD prevention interventions targeting Hispanic men might include a component designed to improve sexual satisfaction within the primary relationship. In one study, Hispanic women, especially those who were married, reported low frequency of sexual intercourse and low sexual satisfaction. 16 For women with partners who engage in high-risk activities, interventions are needed to increase the awareness of their own risk and to improve their sexual communication skills; also, there is a need for the development, testing, and promotion of methods of protection that are not dependent on men's behavior. 
Inbtdution
International studies have shown that the legal purchase of sterile syringes may be an important factor in reducing the spread of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). On the other hand, obstacles to the purchase ofsterile syringes may contribute to the rapid spread of HIV infection.1,2 In France, the liberalization of regulations for purchasing syringes resulted in lower rates of needle sharing and increased use of sterile syringes by intravenous drug users (IVDUs).3 In Edinburh, Scotland, however, the rapid spread of HIV among IVDUs coincided with a police crackdown on the supply of legally available syringes. 4 The State of Missouri, like 38 other states, has no ordinance prohibiting the over-the-counter sale of sterile syringes. Such legal and apparently easy availability of sterile syringes may be one of the reasons HIV infection rates are low (approximately 3%) among St. Louis' IVDU population5 comparedwith rates in New York or New Jersey (50% to 600o). 6"8 To 
Methods
A comprehensive list of pharmacies (n = 360) was drawn from the listings in the local Yellow Pages. To provide awidespread distribution, sample pharmacies were selected that were maximally distant from one another within defined geographic areas. A map of the St. Louis area was divided into 10 comparably sized areas, using major thoroughfares as dividing lines. One southwest suburban sector was excluded from sampling because police data indicated little drug-related activity. Four pharmacies were then selected within each sector, for a total of 36 pharmacies scheduled for samplingwithin nine geographical sectors.
During field work, several pharmacies were found to be out of business, so the nearest available pharmacy was substituted. Ofthe 36 selected pharmacies, 33 were visited during one week in May 1990 for a 92% completion rate. Of those visited, 25 were part of major chains; 8 were independent or affiliated with minor chains, hospitals, or medical centers.
The two male research assistants who carried out the buying projectwere 41 and 46 years old. One was African American and one was White. Their attire dur- Louis, and Scott H. Decker is with the Administration of Justice at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
